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cried: '' I have reigned seven years. There is only
left for me now a crown in heaven." She was right
in. saying that her rule in an earthly kingdom was
ended. Luines wished to remove the possibility of
her exerting any influence over Louis, and this was
not difficult. Louis XIII. was a singularly cold char-
acter, and he viewed the most of mankind with
complete indifference. For some few favourites he
showed, indeed, a jealous and capricious fondness,
but in that list his mother was not found. More-
over, Mary de' Medici had bestowed on her son lit-
tle love anHTelTc^iFnn an amiable character, natural
affection might have survived neglect, but Louis's
character was not amiable.

She sent to the King for information as to her
future position. She was told that Louis would
always treat her as his mother, but the ominous
words were added that, in the future, he wished to
be the King. He was obstinate in his refusal to
see her, and negotiations were carried on between
Richelieu, in her behalf, and Luines, on the part of
th'e monarch. It was at last decided that ttie.Qjiieen-
mother shoulcTi&iireJ^                      she_was_it:Q.,,,he

furnished witK a suitable establishment but could
take no part in the affairs of the State. The mother
and son had a farewell interview, but they indulged
only in formal courtesies. Louis desired to have his
mother out of the way; she did not regret leaving
him, and if she regretted leaving power, she was too
proud to show it. At the head of a long procession,
which was justly likened to a funeral cortege, she
drove away from the Louvre. Her rule had been andorder wastter theore^ Ee^ouIcT^fvoF"Be on,e)v He Holy Ghost to pay the
